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On Sept. 29, the Supreme Court called on President Violeta Chamorro to intervene to assure
compliance with an earlier court resolution which rendered null and void decisions taken during
a Sept. 2 session of the National Assembly. (For previous coverage see CAU 09/18/92.) Assembly
president Alfredo Cesar has refused to honor the court ruling, asserting that the judiciary has
no authority regarding internal affairs of the legislature. On Sept. 30, Chamorro admonished
Cesar for failing to heed the court ruling. "As members of the government, we cannot call on
citizens to respect the law if we ourselves don't respect the law," she said. Chamorro added that
any and all Assembly proceedings will be considered "illegal" until Cesar complies with the
court ruling. Chamorro said that under such circumstances, she will not sign into law any bills
passed by the Assembly, nor will she authorize appearance by members of her government
before the Assembly or its subcommittees. Local media reports indicated the government was also
considering suspending disbursement of the Assembly's budget funds in order to force compliance.
In comments to reporters following Chamorro's declarations, Cesar warned that if the executive
branch blocks funding for the Assembly, he is prepared to seek assistance abroad. Cesar added that
he planned to continue convoking Assembly sessions, despite the lack of quorum resulting from the
boycott by 39 Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) deputies and six National Opposition
Union (UNO) centrist deputies. Cesar's term as Assembly president officially expires in December.
On Oct. 1, Cesar announced he would personally lead 45 UNO deputies in a march to the Managua
offices of the Supreme Court to protest "interference" by the judiciary in the internal affairs of the
legislature. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 09/30/92, 10/01/92)
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